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I have been waiting for us to get to John chapter 11. It is one of the climactic 

mountain peaks in the book of John. It is here that Jesus speaks some of His 

most significant words: “I am the resurrection and the life; He who believes 

in Me will live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me will 

never die. Do you believe this?” (vs. 25-26). And then He authenticates His 

claim by performing His most remarkable miracle of raising Lazarus from 

the dead.  

 

The purpose of the message and miracle of John 11 is for you to put the 

whole weight of your hope of eternal life on Jesus as the resurrection and 
the life. And yet there are some critical life lessons for us to learn in the 

foreground of John 11 that are essential to everyday life.  

 

1. God will use surprising circumstances for His glory (vs. 4).  

 

Setting the stage: [vs. 1-3] “Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of 

Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. It was the Mary 

who anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped His feet with her hair, 

whose brother Lazarus was sick. So the sisters sent word to Him, 

saying, "Lord, behold, he whom You love is sick.”  
 

Take note of the fact that when Mary and Martha send word to Jesus that His 

close friend Lazarus is sick, it is an act of faith in Jesus. They are fully 

confident that if Jesus will just get there in time, He would certainly be able 

and willing to heal Lazarus, sparing him from this hour of death.  

 

We know this based on what they said to Jesus when He arrived four days 

after Lazarus had died:  

� Martha: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 

have died.” (vs. 21). 

� Mary: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 

have died.” (vs. 32).  

 

Mary and Martha had no way of knowing what God would ultimately do. 

They simply knew Jesus’ heart of love toward them, and they knew that He 

had the power to do anything so they acted on their faith in the way that 

seemed best to them. Let me suggest that this is how we, too, should pray.  

There are times when God will give us specific insight as to how we should 

pray in a given situation. And there are other times when we just pray 

according to what seems best to us. But in either case, what’s most important 

is not our level of understanding but that we are asserting our trust in God.
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Life Principle: God knows how to answer even when we don’t know how 

to pray. God will not misuse your confident faith in Him, in spite of your 

lack of understanding. 

 

When Jesus receives word that Lazarus is sick in vs. 4, He says something 

that should stop you in your tracks. It should modify your worldview. It 

should change the way you view most of life. Jesus says, “this sickness is not 

to end in death, but for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be 

glorified by it” (vs. 4). In other words, there are some things in life that we 

simply view as intrinsically bad that God intends to use for His glory. He has 

the ability to take negative situations (and even people’s sinful choices) and 

turn them to good (i.e. Joseph; cross).  
 

When Jesus said, “this sickness shall not end in death,” He’s not saying that 

Lazarus won’t die. Rather, He’s saying that death will not have the last word. 
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 It seems to me that there are two kinds of prayers of faith: 

 

1. Uninformed prayers of faith: We just pray as best as we know how even though we can’t see 

the bigger picture of what God is doing. We pray according to what we know is true of God’s 

character, His heart, and His ability. And though we may not see the picture clearly, God 

honors our trust in Him because God is more interested in our trust than He is in our 

understanding.   

 

2. Insightful prayers of faith: This kind of praying is possible when God allows us to grasp what 

is happening in our circumstances and grants us insight as to how we should pray. For 

example: 

• “All things are Your servants—make Mayo clinic Your servant today”        

(Psalm 119:91) 

• Every time the pain spikes, we need to pray her through it. 

• “Lord, do more than the traction can do.” (Eph. 3:20) 

• Praying the meaning of her name (“Who is like God”). This was after a day of 

prayer and fasting during which her struggle intensified yet God led us to pray 

not only for her physical deliverance but that God would use this to take her 

from confusion (disillusionment: “why isn’t God answering our prayers”) to 

confidence (Lord, You’ve got to show her that there really is no one like the 

Lord).  

In either case, what’s most important is not our understanding, but our trust.  



Even death cannot rob God of His glory. The purpose of this affliction would 

be to glorify God. He can be glorified in any situation.  
 

� God used Lazarus’ sickness for the glory of God—to show us that 

Jesus is the resurrection and the life.  

� God used the affliction of a man born blind in John 9 for the glory of 

God—to show us that Jesus is the Light of the world.  

� God used the cervical instability of my 6-year old Micah for the 

glory of God—to show her and many others that there is no one like 

the Lord.
2
 

� God is using the aftermath of a flood in the Zumbro Valley for the 

glory of God—to showcase His grace in the life of His people.  

� And God will use the circumstances of your life for His glory as you 

trust in Him.  
 

Don’t fall into the trap of those who preach the health and wealth gospel. 

God’s will is not always that we will be healthy, wealthy, and happy. 

Sometimes God chooses to use hardship - things like sickness - to 

demonstrate His glory.  
 

You must not underestimate God’s ability to be glorified in any situation. If 

you believe that God is truly sovereign (and I really hope that you do, 

because the Bible teaches that He definitely is) then the potential for God’s 

glory should be the first lens through which you look at life: “Lord, how do 

you want to be glorified in this situation; How can I please and honor You in 

these circumstances; How do You want to demonstrate who you are in this 

scenario?” 

 

2. Sometimes God will delay His response to our requests so that 

He might receive ultimate glory (vs. 5-6). 
 

You must not lose sight of God’s love for you as you walk through affliction. 

I’m so glad that John added vs. 5: “Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister 

and Lazarus.” When Jesus says this sickness is for God’s glory, He is not 

making some cold theological statement that comes out of a heart lacking 

compassion. Jesus loved this family deeply and grieved with them even to 

the point of tears in vs. 35.  
 

That is precisely why vs. 6 is so perplexing: “So when He heard that he was 

sick, He then stayed two days longer in the place where He was.”  
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 “Micah” means, “who is like God?”  

If Jesus loved them so deeply, why did He wait two more days before He 

went to Bethany? Unlike us, Jesus’ life was not driven by the tyranny of the 

urgent. He was on the Father’s timetable. And even though He loved this 

family deeply, His primary loyalty was to manifest His Father’s glory.  
 

Consider this: When God seems to be delaying the answer to your prayers, 

He just may be preparing the stage to showcase His glory.  
 

So what do you do before the miracle comes? Or what if it doesn’t come? 

After all, sometimes God chooses to work out His purposes in our lives 

through a thorn in the flesh as He did with Paul. Sometimes He will choose 

to supply His sufficiency and grace through a lifetime of multiple sclerosis, 

as He has with my mom. Sometimes He will do His greatest work and 

receive ultimate glory through our suffering as He did with Jesus Himself 

enduring the cross.  
 

So what do you do while you are waiting for God’s answer and He seems to 

be silent? You pray like Jesus did: “Father let this cup pass from Me, yet not 

my will but yours be done.” When God seems to be delaying His answer to 

your prayers, the best thing you can do is assert your trust in God.  Stay 

focused on the character of God with your praise and affirm your love for 

God regardless of the outcome: “Lord, I know that You are more than able to 

meet our need and I will love You through this no matter what!”  

 

Life Principle: The most important human element in seeing God glorified 

in our circumstances is not our understanding of God’s purposes but our 

confident trust in His providence.  
 

During our time in the hospital with Micah, this is one of the primary lessons 

God was teaching me: “Ty, your responsibility is to trust Me. My 

responsibility is to take care of the outcome. I will see to it that your needs 

are met. I will see to it that My purposes are fulfilled. I will ensure that I am 

gloried. Your role is to trust Me moment by moment and affirm your love for 

Me regardless of how I do it.”  
 

One of the ways that God brought this home to me was by preparing my 

heart with what appeared to be five months of unanswered prayer. For five 

months we prayed for God to heal Micah’s neck and to deliver her from an 

affliction that no one could seem to find the underlying cause for. But when 

the first CT scan revealed what was wrong and we realized the potential 

danger that Micah had been in all those months, we suddenly concluded that 

God had been honoring our prayers and our trust all along by His 

providential care for our child.  
 



We had not known how to pray, but God knew how to answer, and He 

honored our trust in Him in spite of our lack of understanding. God will not 

misuse our confident faith in Him. Our job is to pray and trust even when we 

can’t understand, knowing that God will honor our faith in doing what is 

right. The most important thing is not how well you understand the 

situation, but that you are honoring God with your trust.  
 

Why do I make such a big deal out of this? Because I want you to clearly see 

something in John 11. Jesus intentionally delayed His response to Mary and 

Martha’s faith because He was preparing them to see the glory of God. And 

when God appears to be delaying, you’ve got to know what to do while you 

wait.  

� You keep on praying; leaning on God’s character, resting on His 

heart, and trusting in His ability.  

� You trust God to know how to answer when you don’t know how to 

pray. 

� You persist in giving God your praise (it will keep your faith strong). 

� You affirm your love for God: “Lord, I will love You, come what 

may.” 

 

And in the end you will discover that the greatest growth comes, not when 

you get the answer, but when you continue to trust during the delay.  

 

Caution: In the season of waiting on the Lord, Satan will come to sift you 

like wheat; He’ll tempt you with bitterness and unbelief. This is the very 

thing that Jesus warned Peter of: “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has 

demanded permission to sift you like wheat; but I have prayed for you, that 

your faith may not fail” (Luke 22:31-32).  

 

There was more than one occasion when I found myself battling some bitter 

thoughts like: “Well Lord, we’ve prayed and prayed and done everything we 

know to do; If you aren’t going to answer, then we need to find someone else 

who can help us.” What kind of distorted thinking is that? That is a deceptive 

lie straight from the pit of hell. There is no one else to help us besides the 

Lord. Even the medical community is but an instrument in the hand of the 

Great Physician. Immediately I recognized the deceptive, destructive nature 

of those thoughts, renounced them, and reaffirmed my hope in the Lord. 

 

There’s one more thing I want you to see in John 11.  

 

 

3. We will not see God’s glory unfold in our lives until we see Him 
as sovereign over our lives (vs. 7-10). 

 

[vs. 7-15]  Then after this He said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea 

again." The disciples said to Him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just now 

seeking to stone You, and are You going there again?" Jesus 

answered, "Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in 

the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 

"But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not 

in him." This He said, and after that He said to them, "Our friend 

Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I go, so that I may awaken him out of 

sleep."  The disciples then said to Him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, 

he will recover." Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought 

that He was speaking of literal sleep. So Jesus then said to them 

plainly, "Lazarus is dead, and I am glad for your sakes that I was not 

there, so that you may believe; but let us go to him."  
 

The disciples are appalled that Jesus would even consider going back into 

Judea when the Jews had just attempted to stone Him there—this would be 

walking right back into a den of hungry lions. This is all the more shocking 

to them in their failure to understand that Lazarus is dead and not just 

sleeping.  

 

I believe that Jesus is making a point here by His figurative use of sleep to 

speak of death. Jesus is about to demonstrate that He is the resurrection and 

the life. To Jesus, death is no more of a threat than sleep—no more 

intimidating than taking a nap. He has full authority over it. Jesus puts more 

weight in the sovereignty of God than He does in the circumstances of men.  

 

But don’t miss His response to the disciple’s concern about returning to 

Judea.  

[vs. 9-10] Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours in the day? If 

anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light 

of this world. "But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because 

the light is not in him."  

What’s Jesus getting at? 

Who controls the boundaries of the day and night? God does.  



Jesus is speaking symbolically of His life and ministry (day = life; night = 

death). God is in charge of the timetable of Jesus’ life.  And the same is true 

of us. Psalm 31:15 says, “My times are in Your hand…”  Let your confidence 

rest in God’s sovereign care.  

 

What adverse situation in your life is an opportunity/platform for the glory of 

God?  

1. Are you looking for God’s glory in your circumstances? 

• “How can I please and honor God in this situation?” 

• “How do you want to show who You are in this situation?” 

• Maybe the way God wants to be glorified in this situation is 

changing you. 

 

Let’s let Jesus have the final word of this message today: “Did I not say to 

you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God.” (John 11:40). 


